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Anglo Saxon Period Test Answers AngloSaxon Period Test Answers This document will provide answers to a hypothetical test covering the AngloSaxon period

roughly 449 1066 AD in British history The answers will be organized by the following sections I Society and Culture A AngloSaxon Settlements 1 Explain the

process by which AngloSaxons came to dominate Britain 2 Describe the social structure of AngloSaxon society B Religion and Belief 3 Discuss the role of

paganism in AngloSaxon society and its interaction with Christianity 4 Analyze the influence of the Church on AngloSaxon culture C Literature and Art 5

Identify key characteristics of AngloSaxon literature and provide examples 6 Describe the artistic styles and techniques prevalent during the AngloSaxon period II

Key Figures and Events A Leaders and Warriors 7 Analyze the significance of figures like Alfred the Great and thelred the Unready 8 Discuss the importance of

military figures like Beowulf and the role of war in AngloSaxon life B Political and Social Developments 9 Explain the development of the AngloSaxon kingdoms

and the emergence of a unified England 10 Describe the impact of the Viking raids on AngloSaxon society III The Legacy of the AngloSaxons A Continuing

Influences 11 Explain how AngloSaxon traditions and values continued to influence later periods in British history 12 Analyze the impact of the AngloSaxon

legacy on English language and literature 2 IV Additional Insights A Contemporary Interpretations 13 Discuss how modern historians view the AngloSaxon period

and its significance 14 Explain the challenges and limitations in understanding the AngloSaxon past Detailed Answers I Society and Culture A AngloSaxon

Settlements 1 The AngloSaxon Migration AngloSaxons Germanic tribes from mainland Europe began migrating to Britain in the 5th century AD The Roman Empire

had withdrawn from Britain leaving the island vulnerable to invasion These Germanic tribes including Angles Saxons and Jutes established settlements across the

island gradually pushing back the existing RomanoBritish population 2 Social AngloSaxon society was hierarchically structured At the top was the king who

ruled with the advice of a council of nobles known as the Witan Below the king were the earls who governed specific regions The society was further divided

into free men who held land and could serve in the military and unfree men who were laborers or serfs The AngloSaxons believed in a strong sense of community
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and kinship often uniting under powerful leaders like Alfred the Great or Offa of Mercia B Religion and Belief 3 Paganism and Christianity Early AngloSaxons

practiced a Germanic paganism worshipping deities associated with nature and war This belief system included human sacrifice and a strong emphasis on fate Wyrd

The arrival of Christianity introduced by missionaries like St Augustine in the 6th century grappled with the existing pagan traditions While Christianity

gradually gained acceptance pagan beliefs persisted in various forms often intertwining with Christian teachings 4 Influence of the Church The Church played a

crucial role in shaping AngloSaxon culture Monasteries became centers of learning and literacy preserving knowledge and promoting education The Church also

established courts and wielded considerable political influence shaping the development of AngloSaxon law and social norms C Literature and Art 5 AngloSaxon

Literature AngloSaxon literature is characterized by its oral tradition heroic epics and a focus on themes like fate courage and loyalty Famous works include

Beowulf 3 an epic poem recounting the exploits of a legendary warrior and The Wanderer a lyrical poem exploring themes of exile and loss 6 Artistic Styles

AngloSaxon art is characterized by its distinctive style influenced by both Germanic and Roman traditions The period produced intricate metalwork such as the

Sutton Hoo treasure and elaborate jewelry The distinctive animal style featuring interlaced patterns of beasts and mythical creatures is a defining feature of

AngloSaxon art II Key Figures and Events A Leaders and Warriors 7 Alfred the Great Alfred the Great 849899 AD is considered one of the most significant

AngloSaxon rulers He repelled Viking invasions unifying much of England under his rule Alfreds reign saw the promotion of education and literacy fostering a

cultural revival 8 thelred the Unready thelred the Unready 9681016 AD faced a resurgence of Viking raids He was forced to pay Danegeld a tax to the Vikings

to avoid further invasions His reign was characterized by political instability and the growing power of the Vikings 9 Beowulf Beowulf though a legendary figure

symbolizes the ideal warrior in AngloSaxon society He embodies courage loyalty and strength reflecting the values of a warrior culture B Political and Social

Developments 10 AngloSaxon Kingdoms Following the AngloSaxon settlements a number of independent kingdoms emerged including Northumbria Mercia Wessex and

East Anglia Through alliances conquests and internal conflicts these kingdoms eventually merged to form a unified England 11 Impact of Viking Raids Viking raids

starting in the late 8th century had a profound impact on AngloSaxon society They disrupted trade destroyed settlements and led to a period of constant

warfare These raids forced AngloSaxon kings to strengthen their defenses eventually leading to the emergence of a unified England under Alfred the Great III The

Legacy of the AngloSaxons A Continuing Influences 12 AngloSaxon Traditions AngloSaxon traditions continued to influence later periods in British history Their
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legal system based on customary law and oral traditions laid the foundations for English common law Concepts of personal honor loyalty and bravery 4

remained embedded in British culture 13 English Language and Literature The AngloSaxon language Old English became the foundation of modern English Many words

and grammatical structures still exist in the English language today AngloSaxon literature provided a rich source of inspiration for later writers such as

Geoffrey Chaucer and William Shakespeare who drew on themes and characters from AngloSaxon epics IV Additional Insights A Contemporary Interpretations 14

Modern Historical Perspectives Modern historians study the AngloSaxon period using a variety of sources including archaeological evidence literary texts and

legal documents They strive to understand the complex social political and cultural dynamics of the era challenging traditional interpretations and incorporating

new insights 15 Challenges of Understanding the Past Despite advances in scholarship understanding the AngloSaxon past remains challenging Limited written

records and the oral nature of their society create gaps in our knowledge Interpreting archaeological evidence often requires careful analysis and the

consideration of multiple perspectives Conclusion The AngloSaxon period was a defining era in British history Its legacy is reflected in the language literature and

cultural values of modern Britain By studying the AngloSaxons we gain a deeper understanding of the roots of English identity and the complexities of the

historical process
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the anglo saxon period stretching from the fifth to the late eleventh century begins with the roman retreat from the western world and ends with the norman

takeover of england between these epochal events many of the contours and patterns of english life that would endure for the next millennium were shaped in this

authoritative work n j higham and m j ryan reexamine anglo saxon england in the light of new research in disciplines as wide ranging as historical genetics

paleobotany archaeology literary studies art history and numismatics the result is the definitive introduction to the anglo saxon world enhanced with a rich

array of photographs maps genealogies and other illustrations the anglo saxon period witnessed the birth of the english people the establishment of christianity

and the development of the english language with an extraordinary cast of characters alfred the great the venerable bede king cnut a long list of artistic and

cultural achievements beowulf the sutton hoo ship burial finds the bayeux tapestry and multiple dramatic events the viking invasions the battle of hastings the

anglo saxon era lays legitimate claim to having been one of the most important in western history

archaeological interventions in european rural settlements have largely focussed on villages abandoned during the last millennium most hamlets and villages of

medieval origin remain inhabited however and excavations have been scarce this book details excavations of inhabited sites in the uk the netherlands france

scandinavia and spain

the raunds area survey forms part of the raunds area project a major programme of archaeological research into landscape development in northamptonshire and

the wider midland region of england the project includes extensive open area excavations of early prehistoric ritual and burial monuments beside the river nene iron

age and roman settlement at stanwick and saxon and medieval settlement in north raunds and west cotton as well as complementary landscape historical and
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biological studies a series of monographs are planned to cover each aspect of the study the present volume gathers the results of a detailed fieldwalking survey

cropmark analysis magnetometer surveys and excavations accompanied by allied environmental and documentary researches to provide a dynamic picture of landscape

development the study considers the distribution of worked flint scatters and has identified favoured locations for prehistoric activity a model for the gradual

intensification of settlement and land use throughout the iron age and roman period including greater exploitation of the boulder clay plateau is suggested good

survival of early middle saxon pottery in the plough soil indicates that settlement at this time was mostly confined to the flanks of the nene valley and

tributary streams the survey aided by documentary research complements the open area excavations and provides a comprehensive model for the creation and early

development of villages and open fields
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